
 
 

Tower Project Continues 
 

The work on the scaffolding will continue over the next couple of weeks.  Beginning Tuesday, part of 
the slate roof will be removed in order to construct scaffolding on the roof.  We are presently 
anticipating the scaffold work to culminate the week of June 4th.   
 
Once the scaffolding has been completely 
installed, the contractors will begin work on 
the tower windows.  The wood window 
framing will be stripped and asbestos 
abatement will commence.  After abatement, 
the windows will be reglazed, primed, and 
repainted.   
 
Protective safety glass will be placed on the 
five stained glass windows in both the 
principal bell tower and the small bell tower 
on the northwest side of the church.  This 
will minimalize the damage to the stained 
glass windows along the east and north 
facades of the Cathedral which by be caused 
by downtown revelers.  
 
The scaffolding along the roof of the Cathedral will afford workers a better view of the pitting of the 
limestone along the back side of the 1906 gable.  As you can see in the photograph below, weathering 
and time have caused the limestone to pit and wear away.   
 

 
 

Pieces of limestone that have chipped away or fallen off the Cathedral 
exterior. 

Image of the back of the 1906 Gable.  The 
metal straps were attached to the stones to help 
keep them in place.  Aside from the weathered 
stone, there is no risk of this stone falling off 
the top of the gable.  Scaffolding along the roof 
make this area more accessible. 



 
 

We ask for your prayers for the workers who will be scaling up and down the 13 stories of scaffolding.  
Pray for the success of this project and pray for our fundraising effort to cover the costs associated 
with preserving our beautiful Cathedral building. 
 
Specific questions about the upcoming project may be e-mailed to office@smcaustin.org. 

 

Work Zone Areas 
Monday-Friday 

 No access to the Marian Courtyard.  

 Front entrance to the Cathedral will remain open during the week for daily Mass and 
Reconciliation. 

 Handicapped parking available during weekday Mass in the Loading Zone in front of Bishops’ 
Hall. 

 Individuals needing assistance accessing the Cathedral due to mobility concerns are asked to  
contact the Cathedral Office at 476-6182 for assistance in and out of the Cathedral. 

 Visitors may use restrooms in Bishops’ Hall. 
 

Saturday and Sunday 
 Minimal access to the Marian Courtyard. 

 All entrances will be open for weekend services. 

 Handicapped parking available is available in a limited number of parking slots in the alley. 

 Restrooms on west side of Rectory Building will be available. 
 
 

 

Scaffolding along the roof will help contractors examine the 
extent of the damage to the very top of the gable.  You can see 
the base of the pedestal, on which the great copper cross sits has 
begun to wear away.  Observe the indention of metal strap that 
was hewn into the limestone to hold the huge stones together 
has fallen off over time.  More than likely, the huge cross that 
sits at the peak of the gable will be removed for a short time 
until the stones, that form the base, are replaced. 


